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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA 

ATLANTA DIVISION 

 

SARAH WASILEWSKI, 

 

Plaintiff 

 

v. CIVIL ACTION 

NO.   

JURY TRIAL DEMANDED 

 

Special Agent. Ryan Long, 

 

 

 

Defendant 

 

COMPLAINT 

 

PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 

 

This is a civil rights action brought under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 and raising supplemental 

state law claims against Defendant, individual Georgia Bureau of Investigation officer, 

concerning their unlawful detention and arrest, use of excessive force, and malicious prosecution 

of Sarah Wasilewski on, around, and/or after January 18, 2023. 

JURISDICTION & VENUE 

 

1. This Court has jurisdiction over the subject matter of the complaint under 42 U.S.C. § 

1983 and 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1343. Additionally, this Court has supplementary 

jurisdiction over state law claims under 28 U.S.C. § 1367. 
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2. Venue is proper where a substantial portion of the events giving rise to this suit took place 

within this district and where, on information and belief, Defendant resides in this 

district. 

PARTIES 

Plaintiff 

 

3. Plaintiff Sarah Wasilewksi is a resident of Pittsburgh, PA. Ms Wasilewski, a seasonal 

sustainable landcare professional, was on an extended vacation travelling through Georgia 

during the week of January 18, 2023. She is an environmentalist and outdoor recreational 

enthusiast, often traveling between public lands and green spaces in the southern United States 

during her off-season. 

Defendants 

 

4. Defendant Special Agent RA Long is or was, at all times relevant, an officer of the 

Georgia Bureau of Investigations. As described herein, Defendant Long detained Ms. 

Wasilewski without reasonable suspicion and arrested her without probable cause. He is 

sued in his individual capacity. Defendant Long swore out warrants for Ms. 

Wasilewski’s prosecution that were false. 
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FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

5. Ms. Wasilewski was travelling through Atlanta during the week of January 18, 

2023 with her partner at the time, Spencer Liberto.  

6. Ms. Wasilewski often sleeps in her car while traveling and parked her 2008 

Mitsubishi Lancer at a WalMart parking lot on January 17th.  

7. On the morning of January 18th, Ms Wasilewski was in a hammock in  

Intrenchment Creek park.   

8. Intrenchment Creek Park is owned by DeKalb County. 

9. Intrenchment Creek Park is not owned, leased, or controlled by the city of Atlanta. 

10.  Intrenchment Creek Park is not the location of the police training center. 

11. On the morning of the operation to clear Intrenchment Creek Park, Defendant 

Long issued a directive to the law enforcement personnel clearing the forest that 

any person found in Intrenchment Creek Park should be arrested immediately. 

12. At approximately 8am A group of officers from the GBI, Dekalb County Police 

Department and Atlanta Police Department in full combat gear, conducted a raid 

on the public park.  

13. Ms Wasilewski was surrounded by approximately 15 officers with drawn semi-

automatic weapons. 

14. An unknown officer under the direction of SA Long announced that they were the 

police and to come out of the "tent" but did not indicate why. 

15. Ms Wasilewski responded that she needed to put clothes on. 

16. An unknown officer told Ms Wasilewski that she was taking too long and that it 

"isn't a fashion show". 

17. Upon exiting the hammock, Ms Wasilewski asked the officers not to point their 
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rifles in her face. 

18. Officers kept weapons drawn. 

19. Ms Wasilewski asked what was going on and if she was being arrested. 

20. First officer responded "Yes." 

21. Ms Wasilewski then further questioned why. 

22. Officer said  "For trespassing, at this time". 

23. Ms Wasilewski was hammocking in a public park. 

24. There are no posted "no trespassing" signs near where Ms Wasilewsi was 

hammocking.  

25. Defendant never asked Ms Wasilewski to leave. 

26. Ms Wasilewski's hammock was slashed with a knife by an unknown officer. 

27. Ms Wasilewski was zip-tie hand-cuffed and transferred by defendant to taken by 

Dekalb officers to a transport vehicle. 

28. While waiting to be put into the vehicle, Ms Wasilewski heard a barrage of 

gunshots which terrified and confused her. 

29.  At the time of the gunshots, the officer detaining Ms. Wasilewski verbally 

responded, acknowledging the intensity and length of the shots heard. 

30.  Later, Ms Wasilewski was falsely booked in the Dekalb County jail with charges 

of Aggravated Assault Against Law Enforcement Officer When Engaged on 

Official Duty Statute 16-5-21(c) GA.  

31.  There is no basis for this charge. 

32. Ms Wasilewski was detained and in police custody at the time of the gunshots. 

33. Ms Wasilewski fully complied with all officers involved during her arrest.  
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34. No probable cause or arguable probable cause existed for any of the defendants to 

suggest Ms. Wasilewski was responsible, through any theory of liability, for the 

offenses charged. 

35. Ms Wasilewski was transported by Dekalb County officers to the Georgia Crime 

Information Center with 4 others and separated into individual rooms. 

36. Ms Wasilewski was left handcuffed to a desk for an hour without water or food. 

37. Ms Wasilewski was then questioned by a man who identified himself from the 

District Attorneys office and another unknown woman, under the premise of "A 

police officer was injured today" 

38. Ms. Wasilewski was later booked with "Statute 16-11-220 Domestic Terrorism" 

39. Ms Wasilewski was booked in the Dekalb County jail and put onto the highest 

level security floor due to the extremity of her charges. 

40. Ms. Wasilewski suffered psychological and emotional distress while incarcerated 

for 4 days. 

41. Ms Wasilewski was not provided with her medication while incarcerated. 

42. Eventually, Ms. Wasilewski was released on a $15,000 bond. 

43. Ms Wasilewski's vehicle was seized on January 18th 2023 by the GBI Crime dept 

and held for 3 months.  

44. There is no search warrant for Ms Wasilewski's car. 

45. Ms Wasilewski received a notice that her vehicle was released to South Dekalb 

Towing & Transport, Inc, and required $367 plus $15 daily storage fee.  

46. Ms. Wasilewski did not receive her vehicle until March 3, 2023.  

47. Ms Wasilewski suffered major inconvenience and stress not having her vehicle for 
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transportation especially during the cold winter months in Pittsburgh.  

48. The allegations contained in the police reports and warrants, and allegations 

generally made by Defendant, became the basis for Ms. Wasilewski's prosecution 

as a RICO co- conspirator in Fulton County. 

49. Specifically, Ms. Wasilewski was indicted as a RICO co-conspirator by grand jury 

indictment on August 29th, 2023 in Fulton County. 

50. The indictment alleges that Ms. Wasilewski is a RICO co-conspirator where she 

allegedly "did attempt occupy the Dekalb forest with camoflauge, camping gear, 

and living supplies." See Exhibit B (containing relevant excerpts from the 

indictment). 

51. No basis for her prosecution in Fulton County exists other than the false 

allegations against her made by Defendant. 

52. Ms. Wasilewski has suffered greatly as a result of the events described supra. 

53. Ms. Wasilewski suffered significant pain and distress as a result of being witness 

to a murder.  

54. Ms. Wasilewski suffered psychological distress by being kept in jail for 4 days in 

squalid conditions. 

55. As a result of her arrest, Ms. Wasilewski was publicly humiliated and "doxxed" 

online by others accusing her of involvement in crimes she did not commit but 

was nonetheless arrested and charged with. 

56. Ms. Wasilewski's employer's were contacted by news agencies and harassed 

online. 

57. Ms Wasilewski's reputation and as a professional has suffered as a result of this 
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public shaming which was caused by Defendants' actions. 

58. Furthermore, Ms. Wasilewski's career and personal life has been disrupted as a 

result of continuing to have to travel to Fulton and Dekalb County from 

Pittsburgh,Pennsylvania, to answer the ongoing charges against her which resulted 

from Defendants' actions. 

59. This process has also been costly, requiring her to purchase flights and 

accommodations. 

60. Because Ms. Wasilewskis detention and arrest and the subsequent transpiring 

events described above are attempting to criminalize lawful participation in a 

political demonstration, Ms. Wasilewskis rights of expression have been chilled. 

61. As a result of her arrest, Ms Wasilewski's bond conditions require that she avoid 

the Atlanta Forest, and that she have no contact with those she was arrested with, 

including her partner at the time. This has not only caused Ms Wasilewski great 

personal and emotional suffering, but has placed significant strains on her 

relationships  and housing. 

62. Ms. Wasilewski expresses concern and weariness about participating in political 

speech or assembly because of the ordeal she has suffered. 

63. Finally, Ms. Wasilewski  has experienced great emotional and psychological 

trauma as a result of this ordeal, necessitating professional healthcare intervention. 

CLAIMS FOR RELIEF 

 

COUNT I 

False Arrest / Unlawful Detention / Retaliatory Arrest & Selective Prosecution 

U.S. Const. Amends. I, IV and XIV and 42. U.S.C. § 1983 

Against All Defendants 

 

64. The state warrant affidavit states Ms. Wasilewski's crime as "16-7-21 Criminal Trespass" 
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explained as "entering and remaining on private property posted with No trespassing 

signs." 

65.  As of January 18,2023 Intrenchment Creek Park had paved and unpaved trails used by 

the public for outdoor recreation. 

66. Even after January 18, 2023, Intrenchment Creek Park continued to be used as a public 

park, outdoor rec relational space, venue for artistic expression, political speech, and 

political gatherings. 

67. As of January 18, 2023, the property on which Ms Wasilewski was arrested was public 

land and open for public use. 

68. As of January 18, 2023, there was no federal, state, local, or municipal law that prohibited camping 

overnight inside Intrenchment Creek Park. 

69. Intrenchment Creek Park was not closed to the public until March 24, 2023, after the Chief 

Executive Officer of DeKalb County issued executive order 2023-001. 

70. On and before January 18, 2023, there were no signs indicating that area was off limits or warned 

that camping would amount to trespassing. 

71. On the morning of the operation to clear Intrenchment Creek Park, Defendant Long issued a 

directive to the law enforcement personnel clearing the forest that any person found in Intrenchment 

Creek Park should be arrested immediately. 

72. Prior to that morning's operation, no Defendant was informed that they had the authority to issue 

criminal trespass warnings to bar individuals from Intrenchment Creek Park. 

73. Defendant Long had both visited Intrenchment Creek Park prior to the raid and knew that the area 

plaintiff was arrested was owned by DeKalb County, and not part of the City of Atlanta's proposed 

training center. 
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74. Neither the GBI nor the City of Atlanta had the authority to exclude any person from Intrenchment 

Creek Park. 

75. While hammocking in Intrenchment Creek Park, Ms Wasilewski was not on property owned by the 

City of Atlanta. 

76. On the arrest warrant affidavit, the Defendant alleged that Ms Wasilewski was "participating in 

actions as part of the Defend The Atlanta Forest (DTAF) , a group classified by the United States 

Department of Homeland Security as Domestic Violent Extremists." 

77. The United States Department of Homeland Security does not designate groups or have a list of 

"Domestic Violent Extremists". 

78. Even assuming arguendo that arresting officers had obtained sufficient information to arrest Ms. 

Wasilewski with arguable or actual probable cause, any information gathered to arrest her was the 

result of an unlawful initial detention and can therefore not provide any legal basis for her 

subsequent arrest. 

79. This is wrongful arrest because there was no probable cause for arrest.  

80. Where Defendants had no reasonable suspicion or probable cause to detain and arrest Ms. 

Wasilewski, and did so based on their belief that she participated in a lawful protest, Defendants' 

unlawful detention and arrest were retaliatory and unlawful. 

81. Furthermore, even were some reasonable suspicion or probable cause could have existedin 

arguendo, Defendants' decision to detain and arrest her as a result of her participationin protected 

speech constitutes selective enforcement and is therefore unlawful. 

82. Ms. Wasilewski's damages, including her pain and suffering described supra, were proximately 

caused by Defendants' unlawful detention and arrest.
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COUNT III 

Malicious Prosecution 

O.C.G.A. Sec. 51-7-40 

Against All Defendants 

 

83. Defendant had an obligation not to carry out a criminal prosecution of Ms. Wasilewski maliciously 

and without probable cause, causing her damage. 

84. Defendant violated this obligation by swearing out warrants against Ms. Wasilewski and making statements 

and allegations that became the basis of her prosecution in Fulton County. 

85. Defendant played a role in the resulting initiation of legal process and prosecution 

embodied in both the arrest warrants and the grand jury indictment. 

86. No factual basis existed for the arrest warrants or for the allegations indicated in the 

indictment, and Defendant had no reason to believe they did. 

87. Nonetheless, they proximately caused the issuance of the warrants and the grand jury 

indictment. 

88. Defendant’s actions in issuing the warrants and causing the grand jury indictment 

proximately caused the damages to Ms. Wasilewski described supra. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, Ms. Wasilewski respectfully requests: 

 

1. A trial by jury; 

 

2. Compensatory Damages as to all Defendants; 
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3. Punitive Damages as to all Defendants; 

 

4. Reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 1988(b) & (c) and as 

otherwise permitted by law; 

5. Any additional relief that this Court deems just and proper. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted this 16th day of January, 2025. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

/s/ Sarah Wasilewski 

230 Evergreen Ave 

Pittsburgh, PA 15209 

Sarahwoshe@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Sarahwoshe@gmail.com
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